
Inspiring choices today for a healthy, 
equitable and vibrant tomorrow.



Our Region’s
Challenge
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Developed Land
Water
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Population: 1,141,400
Human footprint:  0.08 acres/person  

Source: UNC Charlotte Urban Institute

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There’s been a boom of development in recent decades!
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2030
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Population:  2,908,474
Human footprint: 0.45 acres/person
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Charlotte

Source: UNC Charlotte Urban Institute

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Folks: if you want to look like Atlanta in 20 – 30 years, there’s your picture!



Sprawl

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year: 5th most sprawling large metro area.
Sprawl affects virtually every aspect of sustainability: Access to food/jobs/education, transportation, air quality, water quality, food access, energy use.



Loss of Trees and Farmland

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MeckCo lost 1/3 of trees + City lost 49% between 1985-2010.
City has set a goal of 50% tree canopy by 2050.



Polluted Creeks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3,000 miles of streams + 3,300 miles storm pipe in MeckCo.
In 1970, fish had vanished from Little Sugar Creek.
81% of watersheds in Meck contain impaired streams (not fit for recreation) 




Traffic Congestion

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Area residents drive about 10 billion miles per year 
+ spend avg of 43 hours per year in traffic congestion.




Air Pollution

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of the smog-forming emissions in MeckCo come from mobile sources. 
Last year was first time we were in attainment for ground-level ozone, but standards likely to get stricter this fall.



Dangerous Streets for Walking 
and Biking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Last year: 10th most dangerous metro area for pedestrians. Most other cities on that list are in the Sunbelt. 
Charlotte’s growth happened largely AFTER most people had cars.
Long backlog of sidewalks, crosswalks, road humps to be built.







Award Categories
Energy
Food

Land Use
Social Equity

Transportation 
Sustainable Economy

Waste Reduction
Water

Outstanding Leader



Land Use Winner

Town of Davidson



Why Davidson?



Why Davidson?



In the face of rampant growth throughout the 
Charlotte region, Davidson has chosen to set the tone 

and pace for our future, and to implement it in a 
sustainable manner that respects conservation and 

quality of life. 



Congratulations, and thank you for 
your leadership!
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