
TOWN OF DAVIDSON
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

Town Hall Board Room at 216 S Main St, Davidson, NC 28036

August 16, 2017

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. SILENT ROLL CALL

III. CHANGES TO THE AGENDA

IV. REVIEW/APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

(a) Minutes 20170719

V. NEW BUSINESS

(a) Elisabeth Rose signage

(b) The Hub signage

VI. OLD BUSINESS

VII. OTHER ITEMS

(a) DRB Report to TB August 22

VIII. ADJOURN
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Agenda Title: Minutes 20170719

Summary:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Minutes 20170719 8/9/2017 Exhibit
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Meeting Minutes 

Design Review Board 
Town of Davidson, NC 

July 19, 2017 

 
A meeting of the Town of Davidson Design Review Board was held in the Town Hall, 

Administrative Conference Room, 216 S. Main St.  

 

Call to Order: 7:00 p.m. 

 

Silent Roll Call and Determination of Quorum: 

Members Present signified by :  

 Bob Lauer, Chair 

 John Burgess 

 Mike Kessler  

 Bruce Barteldt 

 Tom Goodwin 

       Bob Sipp 

 Brian Bumann 

 

Town Staff Present:  Chad Hall (Senior Planner) 

Others in Attendance:  Larry Schaeffer (Adams Architecture) and others of design team for 

Mandolino’s 

  

Changes to the Agenda: Staff added a discussion about the State Historic Preservation Office 

(SHPO) visit to Davidson on Friday, July 14. A motion was made (MK) to add this item to the 

agenda. It was seconded (BBarteldt) and the motion was approved unanimously.   

 

Review/Approval of the Minutes  
A motion was made (BSipp) to approve meeting minutes of June 21, 2017 with a change to the 

Sadler Square report, where a direction was misidentified. It was seconded (MK) and the motion 

was approved unanimously.   

 

Consent Item: None 

 

New Business:  

1. Mandolino’s – Signage, change of color on facades and site furnishings 

Located at 208 South Main Street 

Proposed signs, change of color and site furnishings 

Represented by Larry Schaeffer (Adams Architecture) 

 

Chad Hall gave a brief introduction of the project, stating that there are four basic 

projects: signage, lighting, colors to facades and site furnishings. 

 

Colors 

Colors are to brighten the building by using muted earth tones, but brighter than 

existing conditions. Accents will be punctuated with wine and umber colors amongst a 

tan field color. 
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Signage 

One the front façade, a vertical projecting sign is proposed, meeting dimensional and 

spacing requirements. Two window signs are also proposed, each flanking the main 

entry (which is designed to have a Mandolin door pull). 

 

Signage on the rear façade is limited to a wall painted wall sign, also in a vertical 

orientation.  

 

No lighting is associated with any sign request.  

 

Lighting 

Lighting is proposed as matching sconces, to replace all exiting lights. This will include 

replacing two wall sconce and a gooseneck on the front façade and adding a sconce 

beside of the rear door. 

 

Site Furnishings 

Planters and tables/chairs are illustrated with intent and are illustrative in nature. Staff 

asked if the HPC wanted to review the actual items at a later date or if they would be 

acceptable if they were close to eh presented concept design. HPC allows staff 

 

Afterward, Larry Schaeffer provided any corrections or missing info, such as sconce 

lighting follow-up where frosted glass was confirmed. 

 

Questions/Comments from the Board: 

 Will the existing vent pipe be visible? 

o LS: That location is set and cannot be altered.  

 

 Alcohol sales outside? Does that need to be roped off? 

o CH: Davidson has been inconsistent; will look into it.  

 

A motion was made (BBarteldt) to approve the building as submitted with conditions 

and was seconded (TG): 

 Front projecting sign to have raised letters (3D relief) 

 Front window signs to have same horizontal baseline above grade; and 

 Rear wall sign to have border (golden); and 

 Sconces will have frosted glass; and 

 Staff will approve furniture if similar to that presented. 

 

The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Old Business:  

1. SHPO Visit (July 14) 

Staff met with the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) on July 14. HP member John 

Burgess and resident Autumn Michael also joined. The first part of the visit was to confirm 

the process if the Town wanted to expand or create another Local Historic District (LHD).  

 

The second part of the visit was a tour of Davidson, particularly areas within the National 

Register of Historic Places District, such as North Main Street, Concord Road and South 

Street.  
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Adjourn: A motion was made to adjourn (BBarteldt), seconded (BL), and approved unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. 

 

Approval of Minutes: 

 

 

 

Date: ______________________ By: ______________________________________________ 
 

 

Please note: This is a summary of the meeting and not to be considered a complete transcript. 
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Agenda Title: Elisabeth Rose signage

Summary:

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Upload Date Type
Application 8/9/2017 Exhibit
Wall Sign 8/9/2017 Exhibit
Sidewalk Sign 8/9/2017 Exhibit
Staff Analysis 8/9/2017 Presentation
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Additional:

07/31/2017_R1

1

TBD

N/A

N/A

N/A

No PMS

Designer

Zack

Dimensional Letters

PMS

No further information

Employee Install

DLR_ExteriorMainSign_DF.aiElisabeth Rose

PMS PMS PMS

84”

64.34”

3.675”

Largest Letter
5” x 5.9”

5.9”

20.85” x 17.25” Routed Clear Acrylic
 with Black Vinyl Knockout

Largest Letter
3.61” x 3.675”

Brushed Brass Faces
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Town of Davidson, NC 
Design Review Board: Staff Analysis 

Project Manager: S. Chad Hall 
August 16, 2017 

 
Project:   Elisabeth Rose - signage 

Location:   202 South Main Street, Suite C 

Applicant:  Elisabeth Connolly 

Planning Area:  Village Center, Local Historic District: Contributing Resource 

                                              
 
Two signs are proposed for the Elisabeth Rose stationary store at 202 S. Main Street. One sign is 
a wall sign, above the entry. The second sign is a sidewalk sign. 
 
The wall sign is proposed of vinyl, acrylic and brushed brass and measures 23.87 square feet, 
meeting the 24 square foot maximum.  
 
The sidewalk sign is proposed as wooden with a chalkboard sign face. It also meets the 
dimensional requirements of the Davidson Planning Ordinance. 
 
The building is located within the Village Center Planning Area. This building is considered to be 
a storefront building. The building is a contributing structure in the Local Historic District. As 
such, the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) may use its Design Guidelines to ensure that 
facades and their features meet the spirit and intent of the Davidson Planning Ordinance, even if 
all aspects do not necessarily meet the requirements for façades.  
 
HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGN GUIDELINES: 
Signs 

5.  Introduce new signs, if needed, in traditional locations where they do not diminish or 
compromise the overall historic character of the building, site, or district. Design new signs 
to be compatible in location, configuration, orientation, height, material, scale, and detail 
with the historic character of the building, site, and district.  

7.  Construct new signs in traditional materials, such as wood, stone, or metal, or apply 
lettering and graphics on display windows or awning fabric. It is not appropriate to 
introduce signage in contemporary materials such as plastics or to introduce internally 
lighted signage that is incompatible with the overall historic character of the district. 

 
DAVIDSON PLANNING ORDINANCE: 
SIGNS 
Section 11.2.2.B Required Permits 

All signs proposed to be affixed to a structure in the Local Historic Overlay District must be 
approved by the Design & Historic Review Board to determine that the signage meets the 
provisions of this section and any additional historic district requirements.  
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Section 11.3.1.2 Single-Tenant Buildings 
One sign from the following list are allowed on each façade: wall, projecting, hanging, 
freestanding, and two additional from the following: sidewalk, awning, canopy, window, and 
door.   

 
Section 11.4.1.2 Wall Sign  

A sign directly attached and parallel to a building façade or dependent upon a building for its 
support. Wall signs may consist of sign board, metal, or channel letters mounted directly on 
wall or via raceway, neon, or paint directly on brick.  

1.  Permitted Location  

 Building facades that face the right of way, pedestrian passageways, and/or 
parking associated with the establishment.  

2.  Area & Dimensions  

 Maximum sign area per facade is five percent of the ground floor facade area on 
which the sign is located OR 24 square feet, whichever is greater. The Design 
Review Board must approve all signs greater than 24 square feet.  

 For multi-bay, multi-tenant buildings, the facade area shall include only that 
portion of the facade designed for a specific tenant.  

3.  Height  

 The top of a wall sign shall not exceed 18 feet above grade.  

4.  Additional Requirements  

 Internally illuminated signs, including LED signs, are not permitted.  

 Signs must either be a minimum of 1.5 inches thick or include a 1.5 to 2 inch 
border. 

 
Section 11.4.1.9 Sidewalk Sign  

Pedestrian-scaled non-permanent signs typically used to display restaurant menus, daily 
specials/sales or other events. Common types of sidewalk signs include easel signs and A-
frame signs. 

1.  Permitted Location  

 Within three feet of the primary entrance. 

 Signs must leave a minimum horizontal sidewalk clearance of five feet and shall 
not interfere with pedestrian, bicycle, or vehicular circulation, or required sight 
visibility triangles. 

2.  Area & Dimensions  

 Six square feet maximum area per side. 

3.  Height  

 Four feet maximum. 

4.  Additional Requirements  

 The sign must be constructed of a wooden or metal frame with a changeable face 
(e.g., chalkboard, whiteboard, and cork). Plastic signs prohibited.  

 The signs must be removed at close of business each day. 
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T:\Planning_Shared_(Common)\04.BOARDS COMMISSIONS\Design Review\Agenda Packets\2017 DRB Agendas\20170816_DRB 
Agenda\Elisabeth Rose signage\20170809_Elisabeth Rose_Staff Analysis.doc 
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Town of Davidson, NC 
Design Review Board: Staff Analysis 

Project Manager: S. Chad Hall 
August 16, 2017 

 
Project:   The Hub - signage 

Location:   210 Delburg Street 

Applicant:  Davidson College 

Designer:  Jonathan Koricke (ADW Architects) 

Planning Area:  Village Edge 

                                              
 
The Hub, located at 210 Delburg, has three signs that exceed the common dimensional criteria 
of the Davidson Planning Ordinance (DPO), but they are allowed with Design Review Board 
approval. The DPO restricts wall signs to a 24 square foot maximum, though signs may be larger 
if they are within five percent of the ground floor area of the façade. 
 
The first wall sign is located on the front façade and it is the primary sign flanking the main front 
door. This sign measures 67 square feet for the total board, though the sign area reading “THE 
HUB” (including “@ Davidson” and the broken diamond elements) is approximately 36 square 
feet. The design includes a lamboo plank background with raised black lettering.  
 
Also on the front façade (south facing), there are three wall signs that are proposed at 30 square 
feet each. These are panels that will retain an overall common design, but will change as tenants 
change. It is anticipated that each time one of these signs change that it will not need to come 
back to DRB for review, so long as the board design remains the same while only changing the 
logo within it (even though a new board will be produced for each new tenant).  
 
The last is a wall sign located on the eastern façade. This is a 32 square foot lamboo plank sign. 
The sign will feature raised black lettering for “THE HUB” with other lettering being flush 
mounted.  
 
DAVIDSON PLANNING ORDINANCE: 
SIGNS 
Section 11.2.2.B Required Permits 

All signs proposed to be affixed to a structure in the Local Historic Overlay District must be 
approved by the Design & Historic Review Board to determine that the signage meets the 
provisions of this section and any additional historic district requirements.  

 
Section 11.3.1.2 Multi-Tenant Buildings 

Each tenant on the street on ground-level may display one of the following signs on each 
façade: wall, projecting, hanging, freestanding, and two additional from the following: 
sidewalk, awning, canopy, window, or door.   
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Section 11.4.1.2 Wall Sign  
A sign directly attached and parallel to a building façade or dependent upon a building for its 
support. Wall signs may consist of sign board, metal, or channel letters mounted directly on 
wall or via raceway, neon, or paint directly on brick.  

1.  Permitted Location  

 Building facades that face the right of way, pedestrian passageways, and/or 
parking associated with the establishment.  

2.  Area & Dimensions  

 Maximum sign area per facade is five percent of the ground floor facade area on 
which the sign is located OR 24 square feet, whichever is greater. The Design 
Review Board must approve all signs greater than 24 square feet.  

 For multi-bay, multi-tenant buildings, the facade area shall include only that 
portion of the facade designed for a specific tenant.  

3.  Height  

 The top of a wall sign shall not exceed 18 feet above grade.  

4.  Additional Requirements  

 Internally illuminated signs, including LED signs, are not permitted.  

 Signs must either be a minimum of 1.5 inches thick or include a 1.5 to 2 inch 
border. 

 

                                              
 
T:\Planning_Shared_(Common)\04.BOARDS COMMISSIONS\Design Review\Agenda Packets\2017 DRB Agendas\20170816_DRB 
Agenda\The Hub signage\20170809_The Hub_Staff Analysis.doc 
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